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UNHS Holds Club Fair 
By Kimberly Lallman and Annjalie Chander 

 

 

On September 7th, University Neighborhood High 
School had its first club fair. It was a new experience 
for the sophomores, juniors, and seniors. In the past, 
students would usually listen to the announcements to 
find out about what clubs were available for the year. 
This year, students were able to learn more about old 
and new clubs in the lobby during lunch periods. Each 
club had a different table and a representative of the 
club. Students were able to sign up to join the clubs on 
the spot and ask the advisors questions.   
 The two new clubs that was were all the buzz at 

the fair were the K-Pop and Passport clubs. Ms. Tsao, 
the advisor for Passport Club, stated, “Each week, 
students will learn about a different culture and 
country. We will watch movies, bring in food, and 
basically learn about each country in depth.” Ms. Tsao 
went on to say that many students signed up for this 
club expressing interest in learning about different 
people and their cultures.   
 Some of the returning teams and clubs are the 
dance team with Ms. Asch, the basketball team with 
Coach Kornfeld, weight training with Mr. Damaskos, 
the UNHS Press newspaper club with Ms. Haff, the art 
club with Mr. Sossi, the Sexuality and Gender Alliance 
(SAGA) club with Mr. Whitman, the chemistry club 
with Mr. Viteri, and student government with Ms. 
Hazijaj, just to list a few. Sophomore Raymond 
Tecaxco signed up for the spring handball team, saying, 
“I signed up because I was on the team last year. It's a 
great opportunity to show that even though we are a 
small school we can still make an impact throughout 
high school sports teams in the city.” Mame Kebe also 
showed excitement at the fair when she added, “I can’t 
wait for the dance team to start so we can start 
practicing.”  
 Find out more about what clubs are being 
offered and when they meet by looking at our club 
bulletin board outside the main office on the third floor.  

What is the Passport Club? 
By Aissatou Diallo 

 

 Now that school has begun, a lot of after- 
school activities are starting to take place. Students 
are certainly keeping themselves busy as the fall 
semester begins.  
 UNHS has decided to introduce a new club 
to their students: The Passport Club. Out of all the 
clubs UNHS can think of, why this one? Well, the 
advisor of the school club, College Advisor Ms. 
Tsao said, “This is a good way to promote the DOE 
(Department of Education) Diversity Initiative, so 
that the students and staff can learn about different 
cultures and this enhances our culture awareness and 
community cohesion.” 
 

Continued on Page 3 

Senior Committee Plans 
Upcoming Activities for the 
Class of 2019 
By Amy Chen 

 

 As the new school year starts, our senior class 
has begun to understand the pressure of their senior 
year. Senior year so far has proven to be a difficult, but 
also exciting, year. Part of the excitement has been 
about activities planned for the senior class.  
 Mrs. Kowalsky, the senior activities advisor, 
has put a lot of work into organizing senior activities 
for the graduating class. “Organizing these activities is 
not a individual effort, it is a team effort with the help 
of many teachers.”  
  

Continued on Page 4 

Students gath-
er around the 
chess, K-Pop, 
newspaper, 
and weight 
training club 
tables during 
6th period 
lunch. (Photo       
by Annjalie    
Chander.) 



Mr. Fox Starts the New School Year as Assistant Principal 
By Jennifer Lopez  
 

 As freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors entered the building to start the 
new school year this September, Mr. Fox was there to make sure the school was 
running smoothly, as the new assistant principal alongside Ms. Powell. As assistant 
principal, Mr. Fox’s job differs from Ms. Collins’s job as principal, in that Mr. Fox’s 
primary job is to work with teachers to make sure they are doing everything they can 
to give all students the support they need to be successful in high school. “A teacher’s 
teacher” states Mr. Fox when describing his job as assistant principal. In addition, as 
assistant principal, Mr. Fox focuses on the organizational side of the school. He 
organizes safety plans, teacher meetings, assemblies, club and team activities, and 
many other things that keep the school running smoothly. One of his first tasks was to 
make sure every student obtained their student ID to enter the building. 

Having been at the school for about 6 years now, serving as a mathematics 
teacher and dean, Mr. Fox has proved to be the best suited for the job. Through his 
experience as teacher and dean, he was able to get to know the staff and faculty well, 
allowing him to work with them to create a strong learning environment for students. 

Aside from being assistant principal, Mr. Fox also teaches a College Now math course offered at our 
school. “I don’t want to leave the classroom,” states Mr. Fox, because he believes that to be a good assistant 
principal, you need to know what it’s like to be a teacher.  Congratulations, Mr. Fox! 

An Intergalactic Look into UNHS’ New College Now  
Astronomy Class 
By Herla Altman 

 

 University Neighborhood High School, in partnership with LaGuardia Community College, is now offering 
a College Now Astronomy class for juniors and seniors at UNHS. This course will be offered until the end of the 
fall semester and taught by a new UNHS teacher, Professor Ryan. This science course is designed to expand the 
knowledge of students in astronomy through a deeper and more insightful lens, so individuals can begin to visualize 
how important their surroundings are as well as beyond into the universe. 
  Professor Ryan said, “We are going to be covering a wide range of 
topics from simply how to view the night sky to theories about space-time and 
parallel universes!” One of the questions asked during the interview was if he 
had planned any trips for the class and if so, where? He said that he would like 
to take his students to “visit the Hayden Planetarium this year.” Professor Ryan 
also mentioned that it would be the “best environment to experience the night 
sky that we sorely lose out on due to light pollution in the city.” Lastly, what 
made Professor Ryan interested in astronomy? He replied to this question by 
saying, “I have the heart of an explorer and a mind for science.” Hence, this 
intrigues him to learn and discover more “about the most bizarre and advanced 
topics in science.” 
 Knowing more about our vast universe will open people’s minds to 
discover more about how everything on Earth is affected by space and its 
celestial objects. UNHS’s young astronomers will become informed citizens 
about the subject and will most likely raise questions and theories while taking 
the class. They will hopefully apply what they learned in Astronomy in other 
science-related academic courses in college.  

Mr. Ryan teaching College Now Astrono-
my [photo provided by Billy Wu]. 



Broadway Shows Play a Positive 
Role in UNHS’s Cultural Education 
By Udeme Udom 

              
       UNHS’s students, staff and parent chaperones had 
the opportunity to see the Broadway interpretation of the 
hit movie Mean Girls on September 18, 2018, at the 
August Wilson Theatre. 
      Last year, UNHS also had the opportunity to see 
other Broadway shows like Aladdin and The Lion King. 
These shows were made possible through an 
organization called Broadway Bridges. Mrs. Kowalsky, 
UNHS business teacher, explains, “Broadway Bridges 
offers Broadway tickets $10 each to schools whose 
students qualify for free or reduced lunch.” Mrs. 
Kowalsky had to sign up for shows that have agreed to 

participate from a list provided by Broadway Bridges. Then paperwork for permission slips and advertisements 
were organized by Mrs. Kowalsky so that UNHS students, staff, and chaperones could get free tickets for a live 
Broadway performance.    
 New York City and UNHS are melting pots for different cultures, and UNHS recognizes these similarities. 
Ms. Collins and the UNHS staff want UNHS students to get the experience of cultural education in New York 
City through Broadway shows. Mrs. Kowalsky describes its importance when she says, “We as a school believe 
that all education is important, not just the ‘book stuff’ or the ‘stuff that's on the Regents.’ Cultural education is 
just as vital to academic education for our students.” 

 UNHS staff and administrators recognize not only cultures but a positive school environment. Our school  
promotes a well-rounded education for its students so that school will not become a burden but rather enjoyable. 
Mrs. Kowalsky emphasizes this idea when she said, “We, as a school community, as teachers, as administrators, 
want you [students] to enjoy coming to school every day. We are not naive and we know classes can be difficult 
sometimes, but through trips and other events we know that if you feel connected to the school then you will fight 
through the hard stuff because you know in the end it's worth it.” Mrs. Kowalsky explains that these Broadway 
shows and incentive trips provided by UNHS create “positive experiences for students that they otherwise 
wouldn't have; they subconsciously makes students feel better connected to UNHS and therefore creates a better 
learning environment for everyone.” 

       After seeing the Broadway show Mean Girls, Jennifer Risa, a senior at UNHS, echoes the idea of a positive 
experience creating a better learning experience when she says, “The show was very meaningful to me because I 
learned that a person should be that true to him/herself with friends or a crush. Who they are shouldn’t be changed 
because their true self is their best self.” 
 If you didn’t get the opportunity to see Mean Girls, there is still time to get permission slips for 
Broadway’s Anastasia and Carol King’s Beautiful, will occur in October and November. See Mrs. Kowalsky in 
room 405 for a permission slip. 

Students patiently waiting to enter the show at the August  Wilson 
Theater. (Photo provided by Ms. Haff.) 

What is the Passport Club? cont.  
 

 This is a really smart move by UNHS to include the 
Passport Club in their school program. By taking the time to 
learn about someone else’s cultural background, you may 
have a better understanding of their life. It also helps you 
become a more well- rounded person; because you are being 
exposed to these different cultures, it prepares you for a 
diverse setting. Ms. Tsao also thinks, “It’s a worthwhile 
activity as we embrace the cultural diversity within our 
student population.” 

 The Passport Club will meet every Tuesday during lunch periods 5 and 6. Ms. Tsao stated the club will 
“watch movies and films about theses cultures and sample their ethnic food, experience their music/dance and 
other aspects of their cultural tradition.” It sounds like a whole bunch of fun and Ms. Tsao added that she is 
“looking forward to having fun.” 



Seniors at UNHS Share Fears and Things they Look Forward 
to about Their Final Year 
By Kelcie Schliefer 

 

 The transition from high school to college can be very daunting… especially when you’re a senior and 
graduation is within months. Here at University Neighborhood High School, the Class of 2019 got their first taste 
of being seniors and what it entails this month. We’ve all heard that high school goes by quickly, but you don’t 
realize how true that statement is until you become a senior. With that being said, there are a lot of things to be 
excited about— and fearful of— during this very important time. 

When asked about fears about their senior year, many students brought up college. “My biggest fear about 
my final year in high school is that I won’t get accepted into my top colleges,” said Mame Kebe. Not knowing if 
they will be accepted into the schools of their choice was a common fear among seniors. This is understandable 
considering that the college application process can be very competitive, especially when aiming to get into a 
well-known school. Another common fear among seniors is having to grow up and start their journey into 
adulthood. “I feel that this is my final moment to explore myself before I have to commit and actually grow up,” 
said Nzinga Stewart. Being that high school is a time for introspection, it can be hard for students to make the 
shift from figuring themselves out to being assertive adults. 
 Despite the stress senior year can bring, there are also many positives that come with it. “This year I look 
forward to becoming the captain for the school’s first official soccer team and hopefully winning games,” said 
Adam Kadry. Although college and graduation are exciting goals, school activities and clubs are still on every 
senior’s mind. Of course one of the major events that come to mind during senior year is prom. “I am really 
looking forward to prom. I can’t wait to celebrate my final time in high school with my friends,” said Mame 
Kebe. The opportunity to show up and show out with the people you’ve spent every day of your last four years 
with is a special one, so of course, prom is highly anticipated. 
 Although high school could be stressful at times, seniors agreed that it’ll be missed. “I will miss the 
support system UNHS provided. Of course, I will also miss my friends but I’m sure our relationships will 
continue to prosper,” said Nzinga Stewart.  

Upcoming Senior 
Activities, cont.  

  

 There are many activities to be a 
part of. This year’s major senior activities 
include senior pictures, senior prom, senior 
cruise, getting the yearbook, senior brunch, 
and graduation. 
 Along with these major senior 
activities, there will also be smaller events 
to celebrate, such as completing and 
submitting college applications on time. 
Senior year is a year with a lot of fun. As 
this is students’ last year in high school, 
they should be excited for all senior 
activities because a lot of work is put into 
these events, and students only get one high 
school graduation in their lives. These 
events should be bigger and better than 
those in past years.  
 Earlier in September, Ms. Haff 
distributed the senior packet containing all 
the information for this year (see image on 
right). Seniors should stay posted on senior 
dues and announcements through the 
Student Activities folder in Google Classroom.  

Important dates for seniors this year. This is also provided on the Senior Activities  
folder in Google Classroom. 



UNHS Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month  
By Raylis Sosa 
 

 Hispanic Heritage Month is a celebration for Hispanic and Latino 
Americans during which they recognize the contributions of their ancestors to 
their heritage and country. This year, the UNHS Spanish club has decided to 
celebrate the Hispanic Heritage Month by creating different activities for 
students to enjoy. Starting September 15th and ending on October 15th, 
students will participate in a variety of activities. This activities include Bingo 
and Dominos games during lunch, a movie day, Dress Up Day, empanada 
sales, a Hispanic Heritage buffet, and a bracelet sale with bracelets made in 
Nicaragua and Guatemala. What is most important is that all of the money 
from sales will be donated to nonprofit organizations like The Committee For 
Hispanic Children and Families and Save The Children, which are 
organizations that help lower-income Hispanic families. 
 Being a part of so many events can be seen as overwhelming and 
challenging, but the Spanish club has been working hard to make it 
worthwhile. Vice President Karla Zambrano describes the preparation as really 
stressful and time consuming but it was all going to pay off at the end. “Being 
Latina is something amazing, and being a part of a club where I can feel 
welcomed makes it all worth it. We worked so hard to plan a fun, educational 

Hispanic Heritage Month, and I couldn’t feel more proud to show my 
background and culture through this amazing event.”  
 Being the president of the Spanish club, I can confirm that it feels 
gratifying to be part of something so big and I am looking forward to 
continue to plan great events and make every experience from the 
Spanish club memorable. Look for our posters throughout the school 
halls that will state our next big event!  

UNHS Partners With NAF to 
Provide Meaningful 
Internships 
By Annjalie Chander 
  

 During the summer of 2018, many students 
from UNHS worked at internships offered by the 
National Academy Foundation, also known as NAF. 
NAF is a non-profit organization that has academies 
within schools around the United States. NAF has their 
own curriculum for finance, IT, engineering, and 
hospitality and tourism.  
 UNHS is part of the Hospitality and Tourism 
Academy, taught by Ms. Constantinou. In an interview 
with Ms. Constantinou about NAF, she exclaimed that 
the courses that students take benefit students greatly. 
“The skills that they learn in class can be transferred to 
any job. No matter where you work you always need 
good customer service skills.” When asked about 
having more NAF Academies associated with the 
school, she said she “hopes that one day other themes 

will be incorporated.” She also mentioned NAF’s  
internship program “gives lots of students real-world  
experience.” 

Many students were able to get internship 
opportunities over the summer through NAF. Students 
worked at places such as KPMG, Verizon, Town Hall 
Foundation, Brooklyn Bridge Marriott, and the NAF 
office. KPMG intern Cesar Solano said, “Working at 
the internship was a helpful experience because I was 
able to understand what it’s like to actually work for a 
company.”  

Taking these NAF courses and working at 
internships allows for students to become NAF- 
Certified. With a NAF certification, students are able 
to apply for a scholarship that the organization offers. 
Students will also be given a special rope to wear 
during graduation, showing that they have completed 
the NAF certification. For information about NAF 
internship opportunities, see Ms. Constantinou in room 
406. 

Spanish teacher Mr. Timofey poses for Hispanic        
Hertiage Month . (Photo provided by Ms. Lopez.) 

Seniors Karla Zambrano, Raylis Sosa, 
and Jennifer Lopez pose for Hispanic 
Herticage Month. (Photo provided by 
Ms. Lopez.) 



UNHS SCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS                          

 

 

9/5 Wednesday First day of school 

9/10-11 Monday, Tuesday Rosh Hashanah: School Closed 

9/19 Wednesday Yom Kippur: School Closed 

9/18 Tuesday Mean Girls on Broadway 

9/19 Wednesday Yom Kippur: School closed 

9/21 Friday Vision screening for students, 9-11:30 A.M. 

9/22-9/23 Saturday, Sunday High School Fair at MLK, Jr. Educational Complex 

9/25 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M. 

9/26 Wednesday Senior Picture Day; Family Night, 4:30-7:30 P.M.; Senior Parent Meeting, 
5:30 P.M. 

9/28 Friday Trip to St. Joseph’s College for 17 sophomores; Deloitte Academy, 2:45-
4:45 P.M. 

10/2 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M.; Anastasia on Broadway 

10/8 Monday Columbus day:  School closed  

10/10 Wednesday UNHS Open House, 5-6:30 P.M.; SLT meeting 4-5:00 P.M; PTA meeting 5-
6:30 P.M.  

10/12 Friday End of 1st marking period; Deloitte Academy, 2:45-4:45 P.M.  

10/13-14 Saturday, Sunday High School Fair at MLK, Jr. Educational Complex  

10/16 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M.  

10/19 Friday Tentative: Museum of Natural History trip for freshmen  

10/23 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M.  

10/26 Friday Deloitte Academy, grades 10-12, 2:45-4:45 P.M.  

10/27 Saturday CTE High School Fair at George Westinghouse Career and Technical Edu-
cation High School, 9:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.  

10/30 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M.  

10/31 Wednesday Halloween  

  SEPTEMBER 

  OCTOBER 

Parents: Please join us for our first SLT and PTA meetings on 

Wednesday, September 26, directly after our Family Night activities! 


